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Retirement board claims innocence, local communities disagree 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


AGAWAM - The Hampden 
County Regional Retirement 
Board did itself little favors during 
a March 3 conference call, as it 
fielded questions from town of- 
ficials in various communities it 
represents. 

An unsettling audit released 
last month by the MA Public Em- 
ployee Retirement Administra- 
tion Commission revealed that 
the Hampden County retirement 
board exceeded its budget and 
suspiciously spent approximately 
$800,000 on inappropriate raises, 
false invoices, travel fees, fraud- 
ulent social security and other 
misappropriations between 2014 
and 2017. 

During last Wednesday's meet- 
ing, the board attempted to form 
a committee solely comprised of 
its own members to investigate 
its own wrongdoing. 

After community members 
protested, the board unanimously 


National Honor Society holds food drive 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


AGAWAM - The high school’s 
National Honor Society hosted 
a food drive to help gather do- 
nations for the Gray House in 
Springfield. The students held the 
drive all last week. 


Students attending school 





From left; Ryan Butler, Ella Kinchak, Joseph Weyant, Billy Balzano, Danny Harpin, and Sofia Blanchette, student menibers of the National Honor Society helping with a food 
drive last week. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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voted to instead establish an au- 
dit committee consisting of two 
board members and a member 
of the Hampden County Region- 
al Retirement Board Advisory 
Council. 

“Isn't the audit committee the 
fox watching the hen house?” 
asked Hampden Board of Select- 
men Chair Donald Davenport, 
audibly concerned by the chosen 
course of action. 

During a call that lasted near- 
ly 90 minutes, the board claimed 
that no malicious or fraudulent 
actions were taken and pledged 
to determine what contributed to 
the pattern of financial misman- 
agement that spanned nearly five 
years. 

Retirement board Chairman/ 
Treasurer Richard Theroux and 
Executive Director Julianne Bart- 
ley acknowledged that the board 
unknowingly made and approved 
expenditures that, at best, violat- 
ed state statutes and, at worst, 
were blatantly fraudulent. 

Officials on the call appeared 


in-person went to each classroom 
during study hall periods to col- 
lect during the day. They contin- 


ued this way throughout the week 


to collect as many donations as 
possible. The club also held an 
afterschool donation center in 
the school cafeteria on two of the 
days last week to allow communi- 
ty members to donate products as 
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Visit our Hearth Showroom to see working fireplace displays! 


unsatisfied with the _ board's 
lengthy, but hollow explanations. 


False Invoices 

The first item discussed on 
March 3 involved approximately 
$234,000 that was spent on 119 
invoices for services never ren- 
dered, reviewed or documented. 
In response, Theroux said, “This 
is an issue with our website, and 
that the scenario represents, “the 
reasons that we do have an audit.’ 

Board member Laurel Placzek, 
Agawams Treasurer/Tax Collec- 
tor, expressed her desire to dis- 
cover the source of the suspicious 
invoices. 

“One of the things we need to 
look to see is if in any of the in- 
voices [PERAC] is referring to, if 
we did have a contract. If there 
was a conflict, then, obviously, an 
error was made in making these 
payments, and that error we are 
attempting to correct as soon as 
possible,’ said Placzek. 
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well. The community wase able to 
donate at a convenient curbside 
pickup area. 

The NHS has assisted other 
charities and organizations in 
the area, while they ve held oth- 
er food drives in the past they've 
held many other types of events 
as well. This food drive happens 
to be the first on the club has fa- 
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Richard Theroux, retired Agawam Town Clerk, is the chairman of the Hampden Coun- 
ty Regional Retirement Board. The board is under scrutiny following an audit into its 
finances. FILE PHOTO 


Rotary Club 
creates 
‘comfort kits’ 
for students 


By Shelby Macri 
smacri@turley.com 


cilitated from start to finish. The 
club's co-advisors, Mary Bonavita 
and Andrea Persson, reached out 
to members of the guidance de- 
partment to ask for suggestions 
of charities in the area that the 
NHS could partner with. The Gray 
House was suggested and after 
checking out their website they 
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AGAWAM - The Rotary Club 
worked with the Agawam Schools 
Social-Emotional Learning Di- 
7 rector Marlene DeJesus to create 
Comfort Kits for students who are 
returning to in-person and hybrid 

learning. 

The kits’ purpose is to pro- 
vide students with self-regulating 
tools to help them with their fo- 
cus and attention. DeJesus said 
she worked with the Agawam Ro- 
tary President John Barber direct- 
ly to develop a list of items that 
she felt would be most helpful to 
students. While Barber and the 
Rotary Team members assem- 
bled 125 kits by hand, DeJesus 
purchased an additional 50 kits 
through a different grant and as- 
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Test scores waived in scholarship application 


AGAWAM - Due to pandemic and the clos- 
ing of national testing sites, many students 
have been unable to take college entrance ex- 
ams. As aresult, SAT and ACT scores are NOT 


required to apply for a Walter S. Barr Scholar- 
ship. Those students in college, as well as grad- 
uating seniors, are all encouraged to apply. 
Completed Scholarship and Fellowship 
applications must be received either electron- 
ically or be mailed to The Horace Smith Fund 
at 16 Union Avenue, Ste. 2K, Westfield, MA 


01085, no later than March 15. Applications 
are available at local high school guidance 
offices, college financial aid offices, on-line 
at www.HoraceSmithFund.org or by phoning 
(413) 739-4222. 

Last year, The Horace Smith Fund awarded 
$297,000 in the form of 21 Scholarships and 3 
Fellowships to deserving students. All appli- 
cants must be residents of Hampden County 
and full-time students. Scholarships awards 
of $12,000 are distributed as $3,000 annual- 


ly and renewable each year until graduation. 
Fellowship awards of $15,000 are distributed 
as $5,000 annually and renewable for two ad- 
ditional years. All recipients must maintain a 
minimum GPA of 3.0 each semester. 

Recipients are selected on a variety of cri- 
teria, including merit, financial need, recom- 
mendations, and community involvement. Of 
greatest importance is the applicant's person- 
al written account of why they feel deserving 
of the award. 
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Bank Service Charges 

The board discussed a series of bank service charges 
from 2014-2017 that amounted to $87,229. Bob Markel, 
Hampden Town Administrator, questioned why the board 
would elect to do service with a bank that charges fees. 

“Why would the board switch to a bank that applies ser- 
vice charges when you have so much money on deposit? I 
dont understand that, and the person who sent that in does 
not understand it, said Markel, reading aloud a question 
submitted by an official in a neighboring Hampden County 
community. 

Several board members explained that the financial 
institution that the board has long done business with 
merged with Bank of America, resulting in the switch to a 
bank that charges services fees. 

Placzek said that the board is now banking with Peo- 
plesBank and no longer pays service fees. 








from page 1 





Multiple attorneys in system 

In violation of state statutes, the board made two attor- 
neys members of its system, paying them a total of $179,266 
in legal fees and $448,210 in premiums over the course of 
the audit. Most communities use employee money to pay 
50% of premiums, but municipal employees funds were 
used to cover 90% of the board's attorney fees during the 
audit. 

Markel inquired if either attorney mentioned that is ille- 
gal for such action to be taken, to which Theroux explained 
that the board was simply attempting to save money and 
avoid conflicts of interest by hiring two individuals on a 
part-time basis. 

Bartley added that, for 30 years, it had been part of the 
board's standard operating procedure to have its attorneys 
enter the system. She was surprised to learn that such ac- 
tion was illegal. 

“I, in particular, was not aware of the provisions of Chap- 
ter 34.B when it was enacted in 1998. I, at that time, was not 
the director of the system, said Bartley. “This audit has, ob- 
viously, brought to our attention that we were in violation 
of that provision of that law. As recommended by the board, 
we have stopped treating the attorneys as employees. 

Currently, neither attorney is employed by the board. 
Bartley said that the board plans to create a new request for 
proposal for legal services. 

“[The attorneys] were not aware of this provision of the 
law, nor was I,’ said Bartley. 


Travel expenses 
Unexplained travel expenses were another big finding in 
the audit. For instance, Theroux allotted a total of $1,825 for 
travel expenses for four business-related trips to Cape Cod. 
The only problem was that Theroux spent each trip in 
his own condo. Allegedly, neighboring residents would sign 
documents, claiming to verify that Theroux paid to stay at 
their residences; ‘Theroux was subsequently reimbursed for 
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a fee he hadnt paid. 

When confronted about having committed possible 
fraud, Theroux declined to comment but did note that he 
repaid the money following the audit's release. 

“T would like to comment further to clear up this issue, 
but, unfortunately, at this point I cannot, said Theroux, 
adding that the invoices were less than “any other lodging 
that was possibly available’ 

Separately, several board members received a total of 
$7,983 from an investment firm to cover travel expenses to 
a conference. The board only reimbursed the firm after it 
had been made clear that a violation occurred. 

“Yes it was a violation, but it was not done maliciously; 
it was an oversight. We have now made the payment, said 
Bartley. 

Markel quickly questioned how the veteran board mem- 
bers were unaware of state law. 

“Is it not common knowledge amongst municipal em- 
ployees and officials, reinforced every year by a require- 
ment from the Ethics Commission, that no one can accept 
a gratuity of any kind above $50? Was the board not aware 
of that and did the attorneys not advise the board that ac- 
cepting was a direct violation of state statute, said Markel. 


Social Security 

The audit went on to report that multiple board mem- 
bers earned thousands of dollars in Social Security despite 
a state statute that prohibits public employees from collect- 
ing social security. 

“Every employee in the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts knows that we are not a Social Security state, said 
Markel. “It is more than astonishing that veteran municipal 
officials would not understand that. Secondly, if there was 
a question, consult the attorney, and then be told it is not 
legal to take out Social Security; you are a public employee 
in Massachusetts.’ 

Bartley again claimed that the action was the result ofan 
oversight. She noted that the three members who received 
Social Security had been acting, contributing members of 
the system and subsequently retired. 

“I wasn't aware that they could be treated as retired an- 
nuitants of the system and, therefore we would not have to 
set up a separate retirement account for them, said Bartley. 
“Since I have been informed that this was incorrect, I have 
subsequently sent a letter to Social Security to ask that the 
employer share of the $4,800 be returned to the board be- 
cause it was taken out in error. 


Salary increases and unexplained overtime 

The audit reported a number of “unapproved” salary 
increases for Theroux that exceeded the permitted annual 
stipend of $4,500. Despite having a vote and being Chair- 
man/Treasurer, Theroux adamantly expressed his belief 
that this was permissible because he is “not a board mem- 
ber, although he later rescinded the belief near the end of 
the meeting still without explaining the stipend. 
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Additionally, the audit identified that documents con- 
taining overtime information only listed staff names and 
salaries without indicating hourly wages or how many 
hours were worked. 

Again, the board chalked its mistake up to an oversight, 
one that resulted from system-wide elections. Overtime 
was needed to ensure that the elections met mandated 
deadlines. 

“The cost for running that election is well over $10,000, 
and it is not anything that the board nor I can anticipate 
due to the fact that an individual can choose to run and 
pick up nomination papers that are not due to the system 
until October, which is well after the budget is complete 
for that fiscal year, said Bartley. 

Moving forward, Bartley promised that the board will 
make hourly wages and amounts of overtime incurred 
more visible on the front of its yearly warrant. 


Monthly financials 

The PERAC audit also noted that the board exceeded its 
FY2017 budget by 6.5% or $60,507. The board again blamed 
the occurrence on system-wide elections and their finan- 
cial demand. 

Bartley also explained that the board exceed the 2017 
budget partially due to the, “retirement of a longtime staff 
member, who by contract, needed to be paid a buy-out 
one-time only of benefits she accrued and were payable to 
her upon notice of her retirement.’ 


Aftermath 

Following the discussion on March 3, which extended 
well beyond the points mentioned above, officials on the 
conference call voiced their collective displeasure. Even if 
the board acted non-maliciously, Davenport questioned if 
the members could ever be trusted again. 

“Given how many times weve heard today that the Chair- 
man and [Executive] Director were unaware and didn't know 
the law or wasnt sure or had no idea about certain things; do 
you have confidence that they can go forward and run this ad- 
ministration?” said Davenport, to which all five board mem- 
bers expressed that they should maintain their positions. 

Theroux responded, categorizing the audit as being “dis- 
turbing- 

He promised to take action to ensure similar events do 
not unfold. However, he largely deflected blame, noting that 
the board's portfolio had risen to $456,000,402 in December 
of 2020 with an average return rate of 8.8%. 

“Iam more than proud of doubling this board's assets 
over the past 10 years,’ said Theroux. 

The board noted that it has six to offer further expla- 
nations for the misappropriation of funds, as PERAC will 
follow up in August or September. Another conference call 
could occur as soon as next month. 

“We have been working on this daily to get the answers 
out given the gravity of this audit. We will continue to do 
that,’ said Theroux. 
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Clothing collection goes 
to end of the month 


AGAWAM - Sacred Heart Parish Center at 1061 Spring- 
field Street in Feeding Hills has been collecting donations 
of white socks, hats, scarfs, gloves and gently used and 
washed since January. We have so far made five truck loads 
to the South Congregational Church in Springfield where 
the donations are sorted and made available to those in 
need. Thanks to your enormous generosity we have been 
able to fill their needs. The donations for the remainder of 
the month will be going to the Springfield Rescue Mission. 
The drive will continue through the end of March 2021. If 
you have any questions, please call our Pastoral Minister 
Deb Briancesco RN at 786.8200 ext. 3. 





Boldyga to take part 
in re-districting 


BOSTON - The Massachusetts Legislature recently an- 
nounced committee assignments for the 2021-2022 legis- 
lative session. State Representative Nick Boldyga (R-South- 
wick) was named to the Special Joint Committee on 
Redistricting, the Committee on Rules, the Committee on 
Financial Services, and will serve as the ranking minority 
on the newly created Committee on Federal Stimulus and 
Census Oversight. 

When asked about his committee assignments, Repre- 
sentative Boldyga stressed the importance of transparency. 
“The bulk of the legislative process takes place at the com- 
mittee level, we need to ensure that members of the public 
continue to have an opportunity to participate in hearings 
so that their voice is heard.’ said Representative Boldyga. 
“Lack of transparency continues to be a major concern of 
mine as committee leadership often rushes bills through 
without input from the public.’ 

Representative Boldyga said transparency will be par- 
ticularly important as this year the Special Joint Commit- 
tee on Redistricting will convene with the responsibility to 
redraw congressional and state legislative districts based 
on the results of the 2020 census. Boldyga is 1 of 5 mem- 
bers of the Republican Party appointed to the special com- 
mittee composed of both Representatives and Senators. 
“Everyone is familiar with the term ‘gerrymandering.’ said 
Boldyga. “It’s a very powerful committee that will shape 
voting districts for the next 10 years. All of the committee's 
work must be done under the watchful eye of the public’ 

In 2011-2012 the Special Joint Committee on Redis- 
tricting held 13 public hearings throughout the Common- 
wealth with over 4,000 members of the public attending. 
Representative Boldyga said that with the COVID-19 pan- 
demic ongoing that he is concerned committee leadership, 
like they have done with other legislative committees, will 
make hearings less accessible for citizens to engage with. 
“We certainly will need to follow protocols to ensure hear- 
ings are done with everyones safety in mind, but we can't 
continue to use the pandemic as an excuse to box the pub- 
lic out of the legislative process and do work in secret.’ said 
Boldyga. “I'm honored to be a member of this committee 
and will not only be a voice for residents of my district, but 
for every Massachusetts citizen. I'll do everything I can to 
ensure that those that want to be involved will have the 
opportunity to do so. 

In addition to advocating for more transparency, Rep- 
resentative Boldyga said inclusivity will be equally import- 
ant. “I look forward to working with the Black and Latino 
Caucus and other groups to examine how district lines, es- 
pecially in the Greater Springfield area and parts of Hamp- 
den County, can be redrawn to more accurately represent 
the minority populations in those communities.’ 
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CASA OF HAMPDEN COUNTT 


CASA volunteers advocate so children who 
have been abused or neglected can be safe, 
live in a permanent home, and have the 





AGAWAM - ‘The town is encouraging residents to 
harvest and save rainwater with the use of rain barrels. 
A rain barrel collects water from the roof when it rains 
and stores it for use during dry weather to water house 
plants or outside plantings. Collecting water in a rain 
barrel is an excellent way to save some of the runoff and 
take the pressure off our water supply and stormwater 
management systems. By using the rainwater on your 
gardens you are helping to replenish your groundwater 
and benefit our water supply. Collected rainfall is espe- 
cially valuable during droughts or dry conditions. It con- 
tains more nutrients and less salts than tap water, so it’s 
great for plants. 

After a delay in distribution due to Covid-19 restric- 
tions in 2020, the town is resuming the sale of rain bar- 
rels again. 

“It’s that time of year again to start thinking about 
water conservation and saving rain water. Our goal is to 
make water conservation a way of life for our residents.’ 
said Mayor Sapelli. “Harvesting rain water is good stew- 
ardship practice for conserving water and reducing the 
impacts of stormwater runoff on Agawam’ wetlands, 
rivers, and streams. 

The town will be selling 60-gallon rain barrels repur- 
posed from recycled food grade barrels in a terra cotta 
color. The fully screened intake port keeps mosquitoes, 
insects, and debris out. The lid can be removed for easy 
cleaning and for storing hoses inside the barrel during 
the winter. The solid brass threaded spigot can be con- 
nected to a regular hose or soaker hose. The overflow 
connector and tubing can be used to direct water away 
from the foundation or to join multiple barrels for addi- 
tional storage capacity. 

The Town of Agawam will be taking orders with pay- 
ment through March 31 and has scheduled a rain barrel 
pick-up day on Thursday, April 15 at the Department of 
Public Works, 1000 Suffield Street, Agawam from 3 to 5 
p-m. or by appointment. ‘The cost of the rain barrel is 
$60 each. To order, send payment and order form to the 
Department of Public Works. Please make check pay- 
able to the vendor, “Jack Miller”. Order forms are avail- 
able online at www.agawam.ma.us or at the Department 
of Public Works. 
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Rain barrels can help with the harvesting and preserving of rainwater. 
SUBMITTED PHOTO 


e 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 

Www. venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 
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Opinion 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 
About working while 


collecting early Social 


security benefits 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest columnist 


Dear Rusty: I will be 65 in August of this 
year. If I start drawing Social Security on 
my 65th birthday, how will my Social Secu- 
rity check be affected if I continue working 
at my full-time job, and take home $1,380 
every two weeks, until I reach my full retire- 
ment age?Signed: Working Senior 

Dear Working Senior: Social Securi- 
ty has an “earnings test” which applies to 
anyone who collects benefits before they 
have reached their full retirement age, or 
FRA. There is also a “first-year rule, which 
applies when someone claims benefits 
mid-year, prior to their full retirement age. 
The first-year rule says that if you exceed a 
monthly limit you aren't entitled to benefits 
for that month, and that applies for each 
remaining month in the first year, after 
your benefits start. Then, starting in 2022, 
you ll be subject to an annual earnings lim- 
it. Since you will reach your full retirement 
age in 2022, your annual limit that year will 
be a bit more than the 2021 FRA-year limit 
of $50,520 (the earnings limits change an- 
nually). 

If you claim Social Security to start in 
August when you are 65, for the remainder 
of 2021 youll be subject to a monthly earn- 
ings limit of $1,580. And if your gross earn- 
ings for each remaining month in 2021 are 
more than that, and yours would be, then 
you wont be entitled to Social Security 
benefits for the remaining months of 2021. 
For clarity, you would also have the option 
to request that the annual limit ($18,960 for 
2021) be used instead of the monthly limit, 
but at your earnings level you would still be 
required to repay all of your 2021 benefits, 
using the annual limit would require you to 
repay $1 for every $2 you are over the limit. 

When you file your income taxes next 
year, Social Security will discover you ex- 
ceeded the 2021 earnings limit and require 
you to repay all benefits received in 2021. 
By “repay, I mean they will give you an op- 
tion to repay everything they paid you in 
2021 in a lump sum, or they will withhold 
future benefits until they recover what you 
owe because you exceeded the monthly 
limit. Alternatively, you could request a 
less severe repayment plan, but you would 
need to negotiate that directly with Social 
Security. 

Essentially, if you plan to continue 
working full time in 2021, it may be wise to 
simply delay claiming your Social Security 
for a while, because you will end up need- 
ing to return any benefits paid in 2021. You 
could still claim in August and then inform 
them you will exceed the limit; in which 
case they will simply withhold your bene- 
fits. But in any case, you wont be eligible 
for Social Security benefits in 2021 at the 
earnings level you shared. 

As explained above, your 2022 earnings 
limit will be more than the 2021 limit of 
$50,520 for those achieving FRA, and if you 
claim benefits to start in January 2022 that 
higher annual limit would apply. If you're 
still working full time at the same earnings 
level, you probably will not exceed the 2022 
annual limit, so your benefits wouldn't be 
affected. But if you get a raise and exceed 
the 2022 limit, Social Security will want 
back $1 for every $3 you exceeded the limit 
by the FRA-year rate. 

Of course, since the earnings limit goes 
away when you reach your full retirement 
age, you might also consider just waiting 
until your FRA to claim Social Security and 
completely avoid the earnings test. 

This article is intended for information 
purposes only and does not represent le- 
gal or financial guidance. It presents the 
opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundations staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security Associa- 
tion. NSSA and the AMAC Foundation and 
its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or 
any other governmental entity. To submit 
a question, visit our website (amacfoun- 
dation.org/programs/social-security-advi- 
sory) or email sadvisor@amacfoundation. 
org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advi- 
sor for AMAC. 





am 
= 


VAVEGRANLUNO.CoM a SA 


DOLITICALCAMTOON § -CO™m 





Cabbage conundrums 


kind of Irish girl am I if I dont particularly like 

corned beef and cabbage? Most of my life I found 
the meat too salty and the cabbage... well, too cab- 
bagey. The past couple of years, though, in an effort 
to help my gut microbiome replenish itself after too 
many Lyme antibiotics, I began taking an interest in 
fermented foods. Sauerkraut has become one of my 
favorites. 

Last year I met a woman at a Grange 
talk who had a basement full of sauer- 
kraut she made herself. Intrigued and 
always up for a homesteading challenge, 
I decided then and there that I was going 
to grow enough cabbage to fill my base- 
ment, too. The only problem was that I 
never had much success with this veg- 
etable. Sure, I've enjoyed a homegrown 
head or two, but a cabbage farmer I am 
not. Thugs, slugs, bugs and cracks, in that 
particular order, have always thwarted 
my best efforts. Read on to learn about 
my experiences as I went from growing a half dozen 
cabbage plants to over 30. 

I sowed my cabbage seeds indoors off heat the 
second week of April last year. When the first true 
leaf appeared, I transplanted the seedlings into in- 
dividual cells of six packs and watered with a liquid 
fertilizer diluted to half strength. Bright light but 
cool temperatures grew stocky plants, and by May 
15 they were ready to be hardened off. They were 
installed into the garden a week before Memorial 
Day. Most of the plants went into one of my rock- 
edged raised beds. I thought I was so smart. First I 
installed three-foot hardware cloth to keep out the 
bunnies (thugs), then I laid soaker hoses to and fro, 
knowing how these beds can bake in the heat and 
dry out daily. Cabbages aren't what you would call 
heat-loving. If that wasn't enough, I then covered the 
whole thing with a floating row cover, anticipating 
that the cabbage looper, the cabbage worm and the 
imported cabbage worm (all bugs) would visit and 
demolish my seedlings in no time. All my bases were 
covered, literally, and things were going great. ‘The 
leaves began to pucker and curl: the seedlings were 
on their way to making heads! 


| Ee feel a bit guilty on St. Patrick's Day. What 
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Roberta McQuaid 


But alas, I began to notice holes in the leaves. The 
kind of holes where you can see a shiny trail. Slugs 
had found my cabbage patch. Sometimes there were 
even dark gray slugs still attached to the leaves. Big 
ones, little ones, yuck! I began hand picking furiously, 
every morning at sunrise and again just before dark. 
Things finally began to look up and then the aphids 
(yet more bugs) hit. Did you ever see gray aphids in 
such an abundance that they look more like a waxy 
coating than individual bugs? Yessiree, 
that was my cabbage patch. I think, be- 
cause this set-up of mine only required 
that I turn on the soaker hose and not 
lift the cover and inspect my plants, 
things got way out of control. Had I seen 
the first few aphids I could have maybe 
blown them off with a spray of water, or 
waited until evening and sprayed with 
soap to smother the buggers. But once 
heads form and the aphids are within 
the overlapping leaves, you might as well 
call the party over and plant a cover crop 
instead. Live and learn. 

Thankfully, this is not the end of the story. There 
were six cabbage transplants that I couldnt fit 
in the raised bed. I planted them at the end of my 
broccoli row in the main garden.Although plagued 
with a few slugs, and even a few bugs, I was able to 
harvest each head and made my first ever batch of 
sauerkraut, totally just about two gallons worth! As 
my bounty dwindles near winter's end, I am already 
strategizing this years cabbage crop. I am going to 
try growing an early variety to try and beat the worst 
of the bugs. 

Although still not a fan of corned beef, cabbage 
has surely has found its place in my palate and in my 
garden. 

Happy St. Patrick's Day! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stock- 
bridge School of Agriculture at the University of 
Massachusetts. For the last 28 years, she has held the 
position of staff horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food as well as flowers. 
Have a question for her? Email it to ekennedy@tur- 
ley.com with “Gardening Question” in the subject 
line. 


Fundraiser being held in honor of Flynn 


AGAWAM - Even with the pan- 
demic, the fond memories of de- 
ceased Agawam Water Department 
foreman Jim Flynn are able to live 
on, with a grave side remembrance 
and an on-line Dakin Humane Soci- 
ety fund raiser, furthering his love of 
animals. 

On Oct. 30, the fifth anniversary 
of Flynn's sudden passing, two doz- 
en friends and his beloved Golden 
Retriever ‘Jameson, met at his grave 
for asomber, snowy, masked, social- 
ly distanced, tribute and blessing. 
After his passing, the Piccin family, 
great friends of Jim and Jameson, 
welcomed Jameson into their loving 
home, where he has been a member 
of their family since. 

With the pandemic and a de- 





Jim Flynn and his best friend on 
Crowe’s Pasture Beach on Cape 
Cod. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


sire to avoid “sharing much more 
than pizza and memories’, Fly- 
nns family and friends did not 
hold their annual, in person, 
early February, ‘Flynner’s Birth- 
day Party at the Italian Sporting 
Club, instead hosting a Dakin Hu- 
mane Society on-line fund-raising 
event. To date, it has raised over 
$2,000, when combined with the 
donations from the previous five 
annual ‘Flynners Birthday Par- 
ties, over $7,000 has been raised 
for Dakin Humane Society in his 
memory. Organizers are hoping 
to resume the annual, in person, 
Dakin fund raisers at the Italian 
Sporting Club on Saturday, Feb. 
12, 2022. 
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Boldyga calls for swift action on bills to 


provide financial relief to small businesses 


BOSTON - State Representative Nicholas 
Boldyga (R-Southwick) is calling on House 
and Senate leadership to act quickly to pass 
legislation that will assist the state's employ- 
ers who are continuing to struggle financial- 
ly during the ongoing global pandemic. 

Representative Boldyga is one of sever- 
al dozen legislators urging the adoption of 
an unemployment insurance rate freeze, 
along with a change in the state's tax laws 
to protect businesses from being taxed for 
loans they secured through the Paycheck 
Protection Program (PPP). 

Initiated by House Minority Leader 
Bradley H. Jones, Jr. and Senate Minority 
Leader Bruce Tarr, two letters were sub- 
mitted to House and Senate leadership on 
March 4 and signed by a bipartisan group 
of legislators from both branches, includ- 
ing Representative Boldyga. One letter 
expresses support for House Bill 55, an un- 
employment insurance rate freeze propos- 
al filed by Governor Charlie Baker, while 
the other calls for the passage of four bills 
that would create a state tax exemption 
for PPP loans. The letters were addressed 
to House Speaker Ronald Mariano, Senate 
President Karen Spilka, House Ways and 
Means Chairman Aaron Michlewitz, and 
Senate Ways and Means Chairman Mi- 
chael Rodrigues. 

House Bill 55 would freeze the experi- 
ence rate for employers at Schedule “E” 
for calendar years 2021 and 2022. Without 
legislative action, employers will be facing 
a significant rate increase that would see 
their unemployment insurance taxes jump 
from $539 to $858 per worker this year, 
with additional incremental increases tak- 
ing effect in subsequent years. 

Noting that “Massachusetts has seen a 
steady drop in unemployment following 
a long-term period of double-digit unem- 
ployment numbers” as more individuals 
have been able to return to work, legisla- 
tors warned that “the scheduled experi- 
ence rate increase of 60% in unemploy- 
ment taxes, which will take place in just 
a few weeks, threatens to sabotage this 
progress, and would have a “dire financial 
impact” on employers. 

“If enacted, Governor Baker's bill will 
provide timely relief for Massachusetts 
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businesses by freezing this scheduled rate 
increase, while also ensuring the positive 
solvency of the Unemployment Trust Fund 
through bonding, legislators wrote. 

In addition to supporting Governor 
Baker's proposal, Representative Boldyga 
is also backing legislation to exempt for- 
given PPP loans from the state income tax. 
The letter cites four bills that have been 
filed to accomplish this goal, including 
HD484 (filed by Representative Jones and 
Representative Michael Soter), HD1338 
(filed by Representative Brian Murray), 
HD1965 (filed by Representative Steven 
Xiarhos), and SD172 (filed by Senator Eric 
Lesser). 

Section 1106 of Public Law No. 116-136, 
the federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act, provides 
loan forgiveness to small businesses for 
certain loans made pursuant to the PPP 
under the Small Business Act. Under the 
Act, any amount of cancelled debt associ- 
ated with the PPP loan that would other- 
wise be includable in the gross income of 
the borrower under the Internal Revenue 
Code (IRC) for federal income tax purpos- 
es is excluded from gross income. 

Representative Boldyga noted that 
Massachusetts’ corporate tax code con- 
forms with federal tax laws, but that isn't 
the case with the state’s personal income 
tax code. As a result, many independent 
contractors, restaurants and small busi- 
nesses will have to collectively pay an esti- 
mated $150 million in state taxes on their 
PPP loans unless the law is changed. 

“If business owners had been aware of 
this tax, they may have budgeted for the 
cost of state taxes or chosen to forgo re- 
ceiving a loan, legislators wrote, adding 
that business owners have expressed con- 
cerns the tax liability “will create further 
financial hardship for them.’ 

“Clearly, the intent of the Paycheck 
Protection Program was for the loans to 
be forgiven, and taxing them would go 
against the original intent of the program, 
legislators wrote. “We believe that it is 
crucial to take action prior to March 15 
to ensure that these loans are not subject 
to state taxes, and to provide certainty for 
small business owners.’ 
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sembled those by herself. 

“We wanted small tools for students to 
use while at their desks or online remotely 
engaging in school, DeJesus said. “The kits 
were small enough to store at their desk 
and not be a distraction. We selected items 
that have typically been used in counseling 
offices or the classroom’ calming corners. 

With the knowledge that students 
wouldnt be able to access these kinds of 
support, it was clear to DeJesus that the 
comfort kits would be highly utilized. The 
students will use fidget toys to decrease 
anxiety levels, calm their emotions, and re- 
duce excess energy and stress so they can 
remain engaged in learning during classes. 

DeJesus explained that she and Barber 
went through the school adjustment coun- 
selors and School Counselors to distribute 
the Comfort Kits throughout the district. 

“The counselors included a short video 
for students to watch to introduce them 
to what the kits were for and how to use 
them, DeJesus said. “I believe they have 
helped students. I don't necessarily have 
pre or post data to share with you but the 
feedback was great. She explained that 
the kits include typical tools to ease stress 
and anxiety, and to regain focus, research 
has found these results to be true even for 
adults. 

The Rotary Club gave the kits to DeJe- 
sus and all the kits have been distributed 
among APS students from elementary 
school to the high school, students and 
staff have given appreciative comments to 
DeJesus about the Comfort Kits. The ser- 
vice opportunity of making these kits and 
distributing them came to the Rotary Club 
after hearing from DeJesus, who described 
the impact of COVID on APS students 
during the 2020-21 school year. DeJesus 
said the pandemic caused children to have 
a loss of routine, loss of connection, and in 
some cases a loss of significant people in 
their lives. 

Comfort kits were made last fall and 
have provided help to the students who 
received them. DeJesus said when the kits 
were distributed in the fall students were 
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Comfort kits were assembled for students in the 
Agawam Public Schools. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 





Marlene DeJesus holds a comfort kit she received 
last week. 


just coming back to the school building af- 
ter months of remote learning at home. The 
comfort kits allowed students to deal with 
the change of pace in classes and as school 
routines formed once more. DeJesus and 
Barber are both excited about the outcome 
of the Comfort Kit project and spoke posi- 
tively of the partnership on it. 
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ee ra CLUES ACROSS 38. Yourhome has one — 70. Pop singer Harry 27. Endpoint 
"Cue? 1. Large dung beetle 40. Organic compound 30. Indian instrument 
i. 7.Representation ofa 41. Sectionatthe endof CLUES DOWN 32. Bleated 
| * “i, plan a book 1.An ape or monkey 35. Cablegram (abbr.) 









43, Flat tableland with 
Steep edges 

44 Criticize 

45, Split pulses 

47. Brief trend 

48, Cool! 

51. Purposes 

93. Brews 

55, okin condition 

56. Pops 

98. American air travel 
company 

99. Minute bug 

60. Anno Domini (in the 
year of Our Lord) 

61. One who rides in 
your car 

64. One of the Gospels 

65. City in southern Spain 

67. Inquisitive 

69. Jean Paul 


2. Chemical element 

3. Zodiac sign 

4 Removes 

5, Brew 

6. Nickname 

7. Architectural structures 

8. Trigonometric function 

9. Postmodern 
architectural building 
in Vienna 

10. Henderson and 
Fitzgerald are two 

11. Mountain (abbr.) 

12. Landscaping practice 

13. Capacitance unit 

15. Redirect 

18. Hat for women 

21. In a way, dressed 
down 

24, Granny 

26. Feed 


13. In a fervid way 

14. The Book of Psalms 

16. Morning 

17. Exactly the same 

19. About 

20. Brown and basmati 
are two 

22. oWiss river 

23, Philippine island 

25. Expressions of 
surprise 

26. An ant 

28. Common Japanese 
surname 

29. Deoxyribonucleic acid 

30. Car mechanics group 

31.A person’s brother or 
sister 

33. Ancient pharaoh 

34. Quantitative fact 

36. Vividly colored bird 


3/7. Root mean square 
(abbr.) 

38. Jellyfishes 

39. Individual TV 
installments 

42. Talk 

43, More (Spanish) 

46. Leaseholder 

47. Monetary units 

49, Hostility 

90. Work stations 

92. Linguistics giant 

54. Female sheep 

55. Calendar month 

57. seasoning 

59. Lofty nest of a bird 
of prey 

62. Single Lens Reflex 

63. A way to remove 

66. Virginia 

68. Old English 
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Agawam High School Counseling Bulletin 


Reminders: 

All students should be checking their 
Naviance accounts on a regular basis. 
There is so much valuable information for 
all students, whether youre headed directly 
into the work force, the military, or college 
upon graduation from AHS. If you can't ac- 
cess your account, please be in touch with 
your School Counselor. 

Open Houses/Informational Sessions/Dis- 
covery Days: 

Student registration is now open for the 
NEACAC Spring College Fairs, which will 
be held on the following dates and times: 
Sunday, March 14 from 1 to 3 p.m.; Wednes- 
day, April 14 from 7 to 8:30 p.m., and Sun- 
day, May 16 from 1 to 3 p.m. To date, there 
are over 170 colleges that are registered to 
participate in the program. Registration for 
students and school counselors is required, 
but free of charge. Please visit: neacac. 
swoogo.com/NEACACVirtual_Spring — to 
register. 

The National Association of College Ad- 
mission Counseling will be hosting Focus 
Fairs designed especially for students with 
special interests or residing in specific re- 
gions: STEM (March 7), Performing & Visu- 
al Arts (March 16), Western US (April 10), 
and Southeastern US (April 20). Students 
may register at virtualcollegefairs.org 

Whether youve already started your col- 
lege search or have no idea where to begin, 
BigFuture Days will give you a chance to get 
information about multiple colleges from 
college admissions officers and current col- 
lege students. The program for the North- 
east will be held on Sunday, March 7. Please 
visit cb.org/bigfuturedays to register. 

Colleges and universities will be host- 
ing information and recruitment events, 
in a variety of formats, in the next couple 
of months. Check the colleges’ websites for 
more information and to confirm the date 
and time of the event. While campus vis- 
its may look and feel different during this 
time, it is important to take advantage of 
these programs to learn as much as you 
can about the schools that are of interest 


to you. 
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$cholarship Information: 

The William R. Rooney Scholarship is 
available to residents of Hampden County 
who are members of the senior class and 
have been on an IEP or 504 Plan for two 
years. Please visit horacesmithfund.org for 
an application. The application deadline is 
March 15. 

The Walter S. Barr Scholarship is avail- 
able to residents to Hampden County who 
are members of the senior class at their 
local public or private secondary schools. 
Awards will be made on the basis of all 
available information, including school re- 
cords, recommendations and examination 
scores. Awards will be continued through 
the four year course if the student's record 
and need justify such continuance. Consid- 
eration will be given to both the merit and 
financial need of the applicant. Please see 
horacesmithfund.org for details. The appli- 
cation deadline is March 15. 

The Professional Women in Construc- 
tion (PWC) - CT Chapter is pleased to of- 
fer multiple scholarships to students (male 
or female) enrolled in undergraduate or 
graduate degree programs in Construc- 
tion, Construction Management, Interior 
Design, Architecture, Landscape Design, 
or Civil, Mechanical, Structural, and Elec- 
trical Engineering. The students must be 
enrolled full-time for the complete year. 
The application is available at pwcusa.org/ 
chapters/about-connecticut/connecti- 
cut-scholarship/ and is due no later than 
March 17. 

Seniors who attended the James Clark 
School (two-year minimum) are encour- 
aged to apply for the James Clark PTO 
Scholarship. Applications are available in 
Naviance and are due no later than March 
29. 

The Rebekah Assembly of Massachu- 
setts is offering a scholarship of $1000 to 
qualified seniors who plan to further their 
education by attending a two or four-year 
college program. Applications are available 
in Naviance and are due by March 30. 

The Agawam Municipal Scholarship is 
available to graduating high school seniors 
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or any persons pursuing their education 
beyond secondary school. The committee 
shall take into consideration each recipi- 
ents financial need, character, scholastic 
record, and involvement in school and 
community. The applications deadline is 
March 31. 

Western Massachusetts seniors who 
plan to attend an accredited college or 
technical school to study advertising, com- 
munications, marketing or graphics arts 
and will be attending in September 2021 
are encouraged to apply for the scholarship 
offered by The Advertising Club of Western 
Massachusetts. Applications are available 
at adclubwm.org and must be postmarked 
on or before March 31. The scholarship 
must be applied against tuition and fees 
at the school. Candidates will be judged 
on academic performance, extracurricular 
activities, community service and/or work 
experience, a demonstrated interest in 
advertising, communications, marketing 
or graphic design, personal recommenda- 
tions, and a letter of introduction outlining 
future plans. More information is available 
at adclubwm.org 

The Pascal A. Deliso Scholarship is of- 
fered to students with distinguished ac- 
ademic ability, regular involvement in 
community service, commitment to the 
Roman Catholic faith, one parent of Ital- 
ian descent, and have an acceptance to 
an accredited two- or four-year college or 
university. Applications are available in 
Naviance and must be submitted by April 1. 

Applications for the Faolin Peirce Schol- 
arship are now available in Naviance. Ap- 
plicants must be an AHS graduate and 
must have attended an elementary school 
in Agawam. The candidate must also 
demonstrate financial need and academic 
ability. The application deadline is April 1. 

The Agawam Rotary Club awards the 
Ray and Reita McCarroll Memorial Schol- 
arship scholarships to seniors from Aga- 
wam and West Springfield. The Selection 
Committee will choose students who best 
exemplify Rotarys principal motto, “Ser- 
vice Above Self”, and who show leadership 
abilities and a desire to make a contribu- 
tion to their home, school, community 
and country. The applicant must be a high 
school senior residing in Agawam or West 
Springfield and be attending or scheduled 
to attend an accredited academic or tech- 
nical college in the month of September 
following graduation from high school. Ap- 
plications must be forwarded no later than 
April 1. Please see Naviance for an applica- 
tion. 

The Andrew Gallano Scholarship for the 
Arts will be awarded to an Agawam resi- 
dent going to college to pursue a degree in 
the cultural arts, including (but not limit- 
ed to) painting, drama, languages, music, 
dance, journalism, poetry, architecture, 
and graphics. Applications are posted in 
Naviance and are due by April 1. 

The Charles H. Heyl Vocational/Techni- 
cal Scholarship/Grant is designed to finan- 
cially assist an individual in obtaining an 
education related to a vocational/technical 
career or to grant an individual the amount 
of the scholarship for the purpose of pur- 
chasing tools or equipment to become es- 
tablished in his/her trade. The applicant 
need not be a high school senior. The appli- 


cant must be a resident of Agawam. Appli- 
cations are available in Naviance and must 
be submitted no later than April 1. 

The Agawam Soccer Association Sulli- 
van Family Scholarship application is now 
available. All applicants must be seniors 
who have participated in ASA soccer as a 
player and/or other ASA soccer-related 
activity such as coaching and/or referee- 
ing. Applicants must have had a parent or 
close relative who participated in Agawam 
Soccer as a coach, assistant coach, board 
member, or tournament volunteer. A grade 
average of B or higher must be maintained. 
Applications are available in Naviance and 
are due before April 1. 

The Agawam Soccer Association Rich 
Parolo Scholarship application is now 
available. All applicants must be seniors 
who have participated in ASA soccer for at 
least four years, AHS soccer for at least two 
years, and participated in extra-curricular 
soccer-related activities such as coaching, 
assistant coaching, or refereeing. A grade 
average of B or higher must be maintained. 
Applications are available in Naviance and 
are due before April 1. 

The Agawam Soccer Association Schol- 
arship application is now available. All 
applicants must be seniors who have par- 
ticipated in ASA soccer as a player and/or 
other ASA soccer-related activity such as 
coaching and/or refereeing. A grade aver- 
age of B or higher must be maintained. Ap- 
plications are available in Naviance and are 
due before April 1. 

The Agawam Soccer Association Chris- 
topher Knight Scholarship application is 
now available. All applicants must be se- 
niors who have participated in the ASA 
soccer program. Applications (due by April 
1) are available in Naviance. 

The Agawam Garden Club is offering 
a scholarship to a graduate or graduating 
senior of Agawam High School. Students 
must have a major from the following list: 
Botany, Environmental Engineering, En- 
vironment Science, Earth Systems, Forest 
Management, Natural Resources, Plant Soil 
& Insect Science, Sustainable Agriculture, 
Sustainable Horticulture or Food & Farm- 
ing, Turf Grass Science & Management, 
Landscape Design & Management Tech- 
nology, Clean Energy, Technology Studies: 
Waste Water, or other environmental re- 
lated studies. Applications are available in 
Naviance and are due by April 1. 

JERICHO, the Bureau for Exceptional 
Children & Adults in Holyoke, is pleased 
to announce the availability of the Father 
Robert F. Wagner Memorial Scholarship. 
Two $1,000.00 scholarships will be award- 
ed annually to students from Western 
Massachusetts who are graduating from 
high school or are enrolled at an accred- 
ited college or university. To be eligible, a 
student must be a resident of Hampden, 
Hampshire, Franklin, or Berkshire County, 
a graduating high school senior or a return- 
ing student attending an accredited college 
or university, and demonstrate either an 
intention to pursue a degree and a career 
dedicated to serving persons with disabili- 
ties, or be a person with a disability seeking 
to further his or her education. Applicai- 
tions are in Naviance and are due no later 
than April 1. 





Lions make donation to APL 


The Agawam Lions Foundation, Inc. do- 
nated new diabetes text resources to the 
Childrens Library at the Agawam Public 
Library on Saturday, Feb. 27. Pictured are 
(left) Children’s Librarian, Pamela Weing- 
art and (right) Agawam Lions President, 
Deb Andrews. 

This donation is part of the Agawam Li- 
ons ongoing focus on diabetes education, 
awareness, and support to our Agawam 
community. The diabetes text resources in- 


clude materials for young children, teens, 
and parent/caregivers and cover both Type 
1 and Type 2 diabetes. 

A diabetes diagnosis can be _ over- 
whelming and in some cases, life changing 
for children, teens, and families. It is our 
hope that by donating these materials, we 
can help those in our community that are 
affected by diabetes find relevant and cur- 
rent information in a format that is relat- 
able and helpful. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


March 11,2021 I 


Obituaries 


AGAWAM ADVERTISER NEWS I 


Page 7 





Catherine J. Hallaman 


Catherine J. (Crean) Hallaman, 85, passed away on March 
5, 2021 at Genesis at Westfield Center. She was born in Holy- 
oke, MA to the late James R. and Florence E. (Allen) Crean. 
A lifetime resident of Agawam, she was a 1953 graduate of 
Agawam High School. Kate entered the former Springfield 
Hospital School of Nursing and graduate with her nursing 
diploma in 1956. She was employed by Springfield Hospi- 
tal as an assistant head nurse for ten 
years, before working for the Town of 
Agawam as the school nurse at Aga- 
wam High School, retiring after 32 
years in 1998. She enjoyed her friends 
at Quail Run, doing craft, ice cream 
and wine socials there, lunch with the 
girls and swimming at Fitness First. 
Kate was a longtime member of Old 
First Church, Court Square in Spring- - 
field for more than 60 years, she served on several boards 
and sang in the choir for many years. She was also a mem- 
ber of the Agawam Golden Agers, Chapter 2 and Agawam 
Congregational Church. Sadly, she was predeceased by her 
beloved husband Kenneth R. Hallaman on August 25, 1993, 
her brother, James A. Crean in October 1999 and a great 
granddaughter Brooklyn in 2018. Kate is survived by her two 
loving daughters, LouAnn Lehan with Dan Lehan of West 
Springfield and Kathleen J. Ramsdell and her husband Scott 
of West Springfield, her sister Nancy E. Modzelewski and 
her husband Edward of Agawam, sister-in-law Anna Crean 
of Feeding Hills, her five cherished grandchildren, Megan K. 
Rohan of West Springfield, Kayleigh Botta and her husband 
Giovanni of Feeding Hills, Connor P. Lehan and his wife Nik- 
ki of Columbus, OH, Sean M. Lehan of Lakewood, WA and 
Hannah M. Goldrup of West Springfield her adored great 
grandchildren, Emiddio, Anna Kate, Giovanni and Brynn, 
three nieces, Michelle Dunn, Jennifer Crean, Bridget Ichton 
and Amy Szabla, and her nephew Edward Modzelewski, all 
of Agawam. At Kate's request, her funeral will be held across 
the street from Agawam High School, where she proud- 
ly worked for over three decades, in Curran Jones Funeral 
Home, 745 Cooper St. Agawam. Visiting hours will be held 
on Wednesday March 10, 2021 from 4-7 PM, with a service 
to follow at 7 PM in the funeral home which will be available 
via livestream at https://my.gather.app/remember/cather- 
ine-hallaman. Burial will be private for the family in Spring- 
field Street Cemetery, Feeding Hills. Her family would like to 
thank the staff at Quail Run and Genesis at Westfield Center 
for the care and support given to Kate and her family. Dona- 
tions in lieu of flowers may be directed to the Shriners Hospi- 
tal, 516 Carew St. Springfield, MA 01104. Arrangements are 
under the direction of the Firtion Adams Funeral Service, 76 
Broad St. Westfield, MA 01085. www.firtionadams.com 


Maria Pietroniro Malacria 
1934-2021 


Maria Pietroniro Malacria 86, beloved wife of the late 
Giovanni E. Pietroniro and the late Joe Malacria, passed 
away on March 5, 2021 surrounded by her loving family. 
Maria was born in Guglionesi, Prov- 
ince of Campobasso, Italy to the late 
Antonio and Rose (Matone) Strippa. 
After emigrating to the United States, 
Maria later guided and supported sev- 
eral other family members to join her 
and become US. citizens. Maria was 
a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Church, Springfield. 
She retired as a housekeeper from the 
former Mediplex Nursing Home, East 
Longmeadow. Previously, she was employed as a cook by the 
Springfield School System. Being a gifted cook, she best ex- 
pressed her love by the gatherings of family and friends around 
her kitchen table. Maria was predeceased by her son, Luigi J. 
Pietroniro; her siblings, Benito, Tomasso, Antonio, Giuseppi- 
na Strippa, and Irene Berardi; a grandson, Michael Pietron- 
iro and a great grandson, Andrew Franco. Maria is survived 
by her two sons, John Pietroniro and his wife Maria, Vincent 
Pietroniro and his wife Carol, a daughter , Josephine DeSou- 
sa and her husband Augusto; a brother, Amedeo Strippa; a 
daughter in law, Margaret Pietroniro; a step daughter, Nella 
and her husband Victor Anoia; 11 grandchildren, Joanna and 
her husband Jose Franco, Tony DeSousa and his wife Laura, 
Mary DeSousa, Lina Pietroniro and her fiancé Joe Caporiccio, 
Christina Pietroniro, John C Pietroniro and his fiancé Sally 
Borgatti, Angelina Pietroniro, Nicolas Pietroniro, Kimberly 
Ruff and her partner Wayne Barker, Jennifer and her husband 
Nick Cioffi, James Pietroniro and his wife Ashlee; 11 great 
grandchildren; extended family both in the United States, 
Italy and Canada. ‘The family wishes to extend a very special 
thank you to Marias caregiver Brenda Rodriguez, whose love 
and kindness will never be forgotten. The family were to re- 
ceive friends from on Wednesday, March 10, in the Forastiere 
Smith Family Funeral Home, 220 North Main St., East Long- 
meadow. Services will begin at 8:45 a.m. on Thursday, March 
11 from the funeral home. A Liturgy of Christian Burial will be 
offered at 10 a.m.in Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 123 
Williams St., Springfield. Burial to follow in St. Michael's Cem- 
etery, 1601 State Street, Springfield. Masks/social distancing 
to be observed at all times. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to Baystate Visiting Nurse Association and Hospice 
(Baystate Health Foundation: baystatehealth.org/giving) 

www-.forastierefuneralhome.com 











Jofin E. Stokowski, Sr. 1939-2021 
John E. Stokowski, Sr. age 81, beloved husband to Mari- 
anne R. (DePalo) Stokowski of 55 years, passed away on March 
4, 2021.John was one of five children born in eee a 
son of the late Edward J. and Sophie 
C. (Skowron) Stokowski. His siblings 
include Edmund (Rowena), Susan, 
Cynthia (Alan), and Robert (Sharon) 
who survive him. John was an honor- 
ably discharged U.S. Navy veteran who 
served his country stateside during the 
Vietnam War. A machinist during his 
career, John retired from Techni Prod- 
ucts, East Longmeadow; and also was 
employed by the former Turcotte Manufacturing in Agawam. 

John was a devoted parishioner of Our Lady of Mount Car- 
mel Church, Springfield. 

In addition to his wife and siblings, John is survived by a 
son, John E. Stokowski, Jr and his wife, Cheryl of North Caro- 
lina; a daughter, Elisa A. Stokowski and her partner Theresa 
Byrd of Warren, MA; 2 grandchildren, Michael J. Stokowski of 
Connecticut and Lauren L. Stokowski of Maryland; along with 
extended family members. The family wishes to acknowledge 
and thank the doctors, nurses and entire staff of Daly 6 at Bay- 
state Medical Center for their compassionate care. Calling 
hours and funeral services took place earlier this week. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church, 123 Williams St., Spring- 
field, MA 01105 . www.forastiere.com 


Chad D. Blackak 1971-2021 


Agawam - Chad David Blackak 49, passed away unexpect- 
edly at home on March 1, 2021. Chad was born in Charleston, 
South Carolina the Beloved son of Matthew D. Blackak and 
Deborah A. (Dubour) Blackak of Feeding Hills. A mania res- 
ident of Agawam, he graduated from 
the Agawam School System. While at 
Agawam High School Chad excelled in 
both soccer and wrestling. He received 
awards in both Western Massachusetts 
and State championships in Wrestling. 
He later coached Wrestling at the High 
School.Chad graduated from AIC with 
a BSN. Early in his career he found joy 
in Childhood Adolescent Behavioral 
Health. Chad was employed as a Nurse 
Manager for 19 years at the institute of living in Hartford. While 
there, he proudly received the Florence Nightingale Nurse of 
the Year Award. Chad was currently employed at the Brattle- 
boro retreat as a nurse manager in adolescence. In addition 
to his parents, Chad leaves his daughter Lauren and son Kade 
Blackak. He also leaves Sandra (O'Keefe) Blackak with whom 
he shares his children. A sister Kerry Smith and her husband 
Gerald F. Smith Jr. and their children Aidan and Laine all of 
Feeding Hills, his grandfather Matthew “Poppa’ Blackak and 
his partner Gail, his loving partner Hannah Provost and her 
children, Lauren and her husband Gabe DeGray, and Taylor 
Provost. He will be sadly missed by many special uncles, aunts, 
cousins, nieces, nephews and many many lifelong friends. 
Chad was predeceased by his maternal grandmother Alice 
“Memo Dubour, grandfather, Everett Dubour; and his paternal 
grandmother Lucille “Gam” Blackak Most recently Chad and 
Hannah have enjoyed cooking, sports, traveling and most of all 
time with their families. Family and friends may gather from 12 
noon until 2 p.m. on Saturday March 13 at the Colonial Foras- 
tiere Family Funeral Home, 985 Main St., Agawam. Masks/so- 
cial distancing and please follow the directions of the funeral 
home staff in regards to visitor capacity in the funeral home. 
The funeral ceremony to follow is private. Live streaming of 
the funeral ceremony available beginning at 1:45 p.m. Please 
visit Chad's “ Tribute Page “ on the funeral home's website at 
www.orastiere.com to receive the link. During COVID, in lieu 
of flowers, please consider a donation to the American Heart 
Association, 54 Wayside Ave. #C, West Springfield MA 01089. 
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Death Notices 


Blackak, Chad David 
Died: March 1, 2021 
Funeral Ceremony is Private 


Malacria, Maria 

Died: March 5, 2021 

services March 11, 8:45 a.m. 
Forastiere Smith Family Funeral 
Home 


Hallaman (Crean), 


Catherine J. 
Died: March 5, 2021 
Funeral Services via livestream 


Quill, Jr., Jeremiah C. 

Died: March 8, 2021 

Colonial Forastiere Funeral Home 
Kibbe, Virginia 

Died: February 27, 2021 
Funeral Services are Private 


Stokowski, Sr., John E. 
Died: March 4, 2021 


Jeremiah C. Quill, dr. 88 


Jeremiah C. Quill, Jr. 88, passed away at his home on 
Monday, March 8. Jerry was born in Springfield and resided 
in Agawam for the past 60 years. He was predeceased by his 
parents Jeremiah and Margaret, his loving wife Marie, and 
his in-laws Andrew Maciolek and Dale Jones. He is sur- 
vived by his children Kathleen (Lawrence) Weitz; Patricia 
(David) Robinson; Jeremiah (Patricia) Quill and Michael 
(Margaret) Quill; his brother Richard Quill; his in-laws Jan- 
et Maciolek, Roseann and Anthony Scussel; 9 grandchil- 
dren; 4 great grandchildren; many nieces, nephews and 
cousins and dear friend Connie Motroni. 

Jerry served in the Army for two years and attended 
Western New England College (Mechanical Engineer- 
ing) while working full time and raising four children. He 
worked as an engineer at Hamilton Standard. 

Above all, Grampa loved his family and passed on that 
love to his entire extended family. He was an avid golfer, 
skilled woodworker and “fixer”, and he cherished spending 
winters in Florida with Marie. He was known for his wit, his 
generosity, and his ever up-to-date fashion sense. 


Virginia G. Kibbe 


Virginia “Ginny Kibbe, 92, of Agawam and formerly 
of Southwick, passed away surrounded by the love of her 
devoted family on Saturday, February 27th. She was born 
in Southwick on April 22, 1928 to the 
late Angelo and Elizabeth Garcia. 
She was employed for many years as 
a bookkeeper for Westfield Bank in 
their main office. Ginny was an avid 
flower gardener and could always be 
found walking her neighborhood- 
stopping to chat with her neighbors 
along the way. She was a devoted 
supporter of Agawam High School 
sports and kept in contact with many 
former student athletes, a tradition she continued from 
her late husband. She loved her sweets as well as the oc- 
casional Bloody Mary, prepared just the way she liked it. 
Ginny also never missed an episode of her favorite show, 
“Chicago PD” and enjoyed reading, especially John Grish- 
am novels. She enjoyed going to Cape Cod with her daugh- 
ter and son-in-law and sitting in her favorite Adirondack 
chair overlooking the water. One of the most important 
things Ginny enjoyed was the role of Grandma to her be- 
loved grandson Bryce. Ginny was predeceased by her par- 
ents, her loving husband Clifford Sr. and her brother Ray. 
She will be forever missed by her son Clifford Jr. and his 
wife Carol and their son Bryce, with whom she made her 
home and her daughter Bonnie Willey and her husband 
Gene of Southwick. She also leaves many nieces and neph- 
ews. Funeral services for Ginny are being held privately as 
per her wishes. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made in Virginias memory to the Shriners Hospital 
for Children: Processing Center, P.O. Box 863765, Orlando, 
FL 32886 
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SPORTS 


BASKETBALL 


Brownies upset by Ware in final game 


By Tim Peterson 
Sports Correspondent 


WARE—There’ were _ sever- 
al memorable moments for the 
Ware girls’ varsity basketball 
team during the final week of the 
season. One of those moments 
took place on Feb. 27. 

The Lady Indians, who are a 
Division 4 team, closed out the 
home schedule with a 44-35 victo- 
ry over the Agawam Lady Brown- 
ies, who are a Division 1 squad. 

“We beat a Division 1 team 
in our final high school basket- 
ball game in this gym, which was 
our goal, said Ware senior Aidyn 
Welsh. “We just gave it our all and 
it's an amazing feeling. This is 
definitely one of our biggest wins 
of the season.’ 

Ware, who finished the season 
with an 8-5 overall record, played 
their final four games of the sea- 
son on consecutive nights. 

The final stretch began with 
the Lady Indians pulling out a 
43-42 win at Ludlow High School, 
last Tuesday night. The hero of 
that game was senior Olivia Vad- 
nais who hit a shot at the buzzer 
to win it. 

The six Ware seniors were hon- 
ored during an emotional senior 
night celebration held before the 
start of last Wednesdays home 
game versus Pathfinder, which 
was a double-digit victory. 

The Ware seniors, who were 
honored, are Amelia Bonnayer, 
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RACING 


McDermott balancing variety of roles in 2021 


SEEKONK - Whether it’s been 
as a crew chief, spotter, driver, 
mechanic or in another role, Cam 
McDermott has built quite the 
resume in short-track racing. He 
started his career driving in quar- 
ter midgets, quickly moved to the 
Thompson Speedway Modified 
division, where he won the cham- 
pionship -- and from there, his ca- 
reer has blossomed in a variety of 
different directions. 

For 2021, McDermott is go- 
ing to be quite the busy guy once 
again -- but his preparations for 
the season includes getting the 
No. 8 Maybury Material Handling 
machine ready for competition in 
the six Tri Track Open Modified 
Series events. McDermott will 
be behind the wheel of the fam- 
ily-owned machine to join a tal- 
ent-filled group of competitors on 
the Tri Track circuit. 

“Were mainly going to focus 
on the Tri Track stuff this year, 
transitioning into that after fo- 
cusing on the Stafford Motor 
Speedway Open Modified races 
the last few years, McDermott 
said. “Ihe competition with Tri 
Track is always great. I want to 
go out there and compete against 
the best -- I love doing that. On 
the ownership side of Tri Track, 
with what Wayne (Darling) and 
Ed (Bennett) are doing, it’s good 
for the racers and the teams.’ 





| 





Stefanee Phillips attempts to block a Ware shot. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


Outside of driving, McDermott 
will be working as crew chief for 
Eddie Harvey Racing on the NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour, 
with his close friend Woody Pit- 
kat, driving. McDermott is ready 
to tackle that role after more than 
a decade working with the leg- 
endary Pasteryak family, where 
he recently was the crew chief for 
Chris Pasteryak. Back when Mc- 
Dermott was winning races and 
a championship in the Thompson 
Modifieds, McDermott was con- 
nected with the Pasteryak family, 
started helping Carl on his car, 
and from there, became a major 
part of the operation. During the 


Cam McDermott serves a lot of roles on his racing team. SUBMITTED PHOTO 


last decade, he says he completed 
just about every job there is on a 
Modified race team, minus may- 
be being the jackman or gasman 
on a pit stop. He also has experi- 
ence working with Woody Pitkat 
in Pitkat’s championship run at 
Stafford Motor Speedway, and 
when Pitkat was competing for 
Buzz Chew Racing on the NA- 
SCAR Whelen Modified Tour as a 
spotter. 

McDermott’s driving expe- 
rience also includes competing 
in the Lite Modified division at 
Thompson, where he was the 
champion, and at Stafford Motor 
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FOOTBALL 


Delaney Brown and Keeley Cote defend against a Ware player. 





Football season ready 
to get underway 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION - For the first time 
ever, it will be football season in 
March and April, and teams will 
be playing into the warm instead 
of playing into the cold. 

Rivalries will be renewed and 
the many games local fans love to 
see will take place over the next 
two months over the course of a 
six-week modified schedule. 

While football was not played 
on ‘Thanksgiving, some of the 
weather teams will play in during 
the first few weeks will feel like 
Thanksgiving. And some of the 
classic thanksgiving matchups 
will take place, including Agawam 
versus West Springfield, Chicopee 
versus Chicopee Comprehensive, 
and East Longmeadow versus 
Longmeadow. 

Another big matchup sched- 
uled between smaller schools is 
a classic rivalry between Palmer 
and Ware. That game is usually 
the culmination of the Tri-County 
League schedule for both teams 
in the fall, but will be a great way 
for the two teams to renew ac- 
quaintances since no football was 
played last fall. 


Minnechaug will have a full 
slate of games. Minnechaug has 
been a strong team in Division 
3 the past few years, playing 
twice in the finals in recent years 
against powerful Central High 
School. They will also meet sever- 
al other rivals, like Longmeadow 
and East Longmeadow. 

Another team that is normal- 
ly part of the powerful AA Con- 
ference is Holyoke High School. 
Holyoke will renew acquaintanc- 
es with both Minnechaug and 
Agawam during the abbreviated 
football season. 

The football season is espe- 
cially significant for Holyoke be- 
cause the Knights as a school, 
will be participating in an ath- 
letic conference for the first time 
since Oct. 21, when the fall season 
was cut short in the city because 
Holyoke entered its third straight 
week of being in the red, high-risk 
for COVID-19 spread category. 
At that point, Holyoke officials 
stopped playing off all sports, 
cancelling the remainder of the 
fall season. Holyoke remained in 
the red category due to the sec- 
ond surge for four months, and 
officials cancelled the winter sea- 
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Hampshire association 
seeking umpires 


REGION - The Hampshire Franklin Base- 
ball Umpire Association (HFBUA) is planning 
to conduct classes for the 2021 baseball season 
following all recommended COVID-19 protocols 


including the possibility of on-line instruction. 
The association covers umpiring of scholastic 
baseball for all of Hampshire and Franklin county 
schools registered under MIAA and several other 
baseball leagues in the area. If you are interested 
in umpiring baseball or obtaining further infor- 
mation regarding the upcoming classes please 
contact Roger Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of the 
HFBUA via email at quilthunter@comcast.net. 





NECBL to bring in video technology to league venues 


NORTH ADAMS - The New England Collegiate Baseball 
League has agreed to a partnership with Synergy Sports to 
implement the companys innovative video technology 
into each of the league’ ballparks, in addition to adding 
TrackMan technology to its venues. The two globally re- 
nowned products represent the leagues grand vision to 
enhance the preparation and development for each player 
in every NECBL organization and to provide Major League 
Baseball (MLB) scouting departments with more access to 
player data than ever before. 

As part of the agreement, each NECBL organization will 
install a six-camera Synergy Sports setup in their venues 
to record and log all game action, assisting coaches and 
student-athletes with game preparation and post-game 
review. The partnership also provides a teaching tool to al- 
low coaches to work with student-athletes to develop their 
skills through detailed analysis of practices and games. 

NECBL coaching staffs will benefit from the efficiency 
of the Synergy Sports system, with teams receiving ful- 
ly tagged footage of games delivered directly into an on- 
line platform for detailed analysis. Players will be better 
equipped to scout and prepare for their opponents, while 


also being able to analyze and breakdown their own high- 
lights. All 30 MLB scouting departments across the league 
have already come to rely Synergyss elite scouting video 
services, and now will be able to view every pitch from ev- 
ery NECBL game directly into their draft rooms. 

Synergy Sports has built its success on proprietary 
technology which links meaningful sports data and video 
clips to create visual statistics and analytics about players, 
teams and games. Patented “1-Click Video’ links every stat 
to the supporting video, resulting in automatically gener- 
ated edits that once took coaches hours to create. Infinite 
sorting and filtering of statistics and video clips in real 
time gives coaches endless opportunities to discover the 
answers to important questions as they formulate winning 
strategies. 

TrackMan Baseball is used for player evaluation and de- 
velopment by all major league and minor league teams in 
the United States, some of the top NCAA programs and by 
a majority of teams in Japan and Korea. The industry-lead- 
ing technology captures the most comprehensive and ac- 
curate ball tracking data during the game or at practice 
and is redefining the language of baseball. 





FINAL 


Lexie Orszulak, Audrey LaValley, Chelsea 
Orszulak, Vadnais, and Welsh, who became 
a member of the elite 1,000-point club on 
February 11. 

“T've been coaching the seniors for a 
very long time and I'm really going to miss 
coaching them a lot, said Ware head Dan 
Orszulak. “We've been a very successful 
basketball team during the past couple 
of years, but I’m looking forward to a new 
challenge next year. 

The Lady Indians wrapped up their sea- 
son with a loss at Amherst Regional, last 
Friday night. 

The six Ware seniors, who won more 
than fifty games during their outstand- 
ing varsity careers, combined to score 41 
points in the home finale against Agawam. 

LaValley led the way offensively for the 
home team, as she posted a double-dou- 
ble with a game-high 14 points and 10 re- 
bounds. She scored 9 of her points during 
the second half. 

“The seniors have been playing bas- 
ketball together for many years and weve 
come so far, LaValley said. “The past four 
years went by really fast and it’s hard to be- 
lieve that I won't be playing basketball for 
this team next year. 

Just like LaValley, Welsh also scored 9 of 
her 12 points during the second half. She 
was also credited with 4 assists. 

Chelsea Orszulak, who played one her 
best games of the season, scored 8 points 
and she had 11 rebounds. 

Vadnais added 5 points, 8 rebounds, and 
4 assists. 

The Lady Brownies (7-6) struggled of- 
fensively in the first half, especially during 
the second quarter when they were out- 
scored 14-6 by the Lady Indians. 

“We didn't play very well offensively for 
about a five-minute stretch during the sec- 
ond quarter, which turned out to be the dif- 
ference in the final outcome, said Agawam 
head coach Tim Murphy. “It set the tone for 
the rest of the game. Other than that span, 
I thought it was an evenly played game. We 
really didn't know very much about Ware, 
but they re a very talented basketball team’ 

The Agawam head coach had to deal 
with injuries to several key players through- 
out the season. 

“We didn't know at times who would be 
able to play in a game, Murphy said. “We 
did have a few players step up and play very 
well? 

One of the Agawam injured players is 
senior Jessica DAmours, who scored close 
to 500 points during her high school career. 
She's planning to continue her basketball 
career at Fisher College, which is a NAIA 
school in Boston, next year. 

“Unfortunately, Jess has been injured a 
lot during the past couple of years. Not hav- 
ing her on the court really hurts us, Mur- 
phy said. “She was our leading scorer and 
rebounder this season.’ 

The other three seniors listed on the 
Agawam varsity roster are Keeley Cote (4 
points), Stephanie Maloni (6 points), and 
Delaney Brown (10 points). 

“The seniors are the first class that I’ve 
coached for all four years, Murphy added. 
“I coached them in my final year as the j.v. 
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Multiple players try to suppress a shot. SUBMITTED 
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coach and the last three years at the var- 
sity level. It’s been nice to watch them im- 
prove as basketball players and I’ve enjoyed 
coaching them a lot.’ 

Sophomore Stefanee Phillips also 
scored 10 points for Agawam against Ware. 

Rachel Cohen, whos another sopho- 
more listed on the Lady Brownies roster, 
played in her first varsity game in the sea- 
son finale. She didn't score any points. 

With 1:40 remaining in the first quarter, 
a pair of made free throws by Cote gave the 
Lady Brownies an 8-4 lead. 

The Lady Indians then responded with 
a 13-0 run. 

Following a jumper from the right cor- 
ner by Lexi Orszulak which were her only 
points of the game, junior Skylee McQuaid 
(3 points) buried a 3-pointer also from the 
right corner. It gave Ware a one-point lead 
heading into the second stanza. 

The Lady Indians run would continue 
with an old fashion three-point play by 
Welsh. Then LaValley scored the next four 
points increasing Wares lead to 16-8 with 
six minutes left in the first half. 

Maloni halted the run for a moment 
with a 3-pointer. 

It didn't take the Lady Indians very long 
to get going again as Chelsea Orszulak 
scored the next six points. 

She was fouled on a put-back basket 
and she made the bonus free throw push- 
ing the Lady Indians advantage to 23-11 
with 40 seconds left in the first half. 

Another 3-pointer by Maloni sliced Aga- 
wams deficit to nine points at the break. 

The duo of Brown and Phillips com- 
bined to score all 10 of the Lady Brownies 
points during the third quarter. 

The visitors couldnt get any closer than 
five points, as LaValley and Welsh kept 
paced by scoring four points apiece in that 
quarter. 

The Lady Brownies managed to stay 
within striking distance in the fourth quar- 
ter, but they weren't able to retake the lead. 





RACING & from page 8 


Speedway, where he competed in the SK 
Light Modifieds and their premier SK Mod- 
ified division. 

And that’s just scratching the surface of 
his resume. 

“Tt just grew from the Thompson Mod- 
ified days and it got better and better, 
McDermott said of his relationship with 
the Pasteryak family. “They are just a great 
family to be around. Between the Pasteryak 
family and my dad, I've learned everything 
I know about racing from them. The Pas- 
teryak's pay attention to every single detail. 
It's such a great atmosphere to be able to 
learn from them and now transition it into 
my own car. I've been able to take every- 
thing I've learned and just put it into what's 
best for me’ 

With experience with the Pasteryak 
family, and now some offseason time with 
Harvey preparing for the new season, Mc- 
Dermott feels 2021 might be his best ever 
behind the wheel. His driving resume 
speaks for itself, with multiple wins and 
championships, but he's lacking something 
he’s trying hard to get: a win in a Tour-Type 
Modified. He hopes to end that drought 
with Tri Track this year. 

“Tt was definitely a learning curve jump- 
ing from the SK Modified to the Tour-Type 
Modified, I think the Tour-Type Modified 
really suits my style a lot better than the 
SK does, McDermott said. “I’m not nearly 
as aggressive as everyone else to be dom- 
inant in the SK. Paying it out of your own 
pocket, it makes you definitely consider 
everything. As a family-owned team with 
my parents, in-laws, and a few close friends 
and good sponsors helping us out, and all 
the experience I have in a variety of differ- 
ent roles, it should be a good year. 

As most others, his goal is to come home 
with the car in one piece, have a solid run, 
and continue to build a notebook in hopes 
of visiting Victory Lane with Tri Track. But 
he knows the level of talent the Tri Track 
field will offer in 2021 -- ranging from for- 
mer series champions to Whelen Modified 
Tour champions, race winners, rising stars 
and more, will be tough to compete with. 





FOOTBALL & from page 8 


son while other schools in the red chose to 
participate in the basketball, hockey, and 
swimming season. 

Holyoke finally went into the yellow two 
weeks ago, and green-lighted the Fall 2 sea- 
son, allowing football, girls volleyball, uni- 
fied basketball, and cheerleading to take 
place. The Knights are currently scheduled 
to play in the second week of the season, on 
March 26 against Minnechaug. The Knights 
are not currently scheduled for a Week 1 
game. 

The rest of the schedules are on miaa. 
net for most teams. The football season is 
set to conclude at the end of April, so teams 
can move into the abbreviated spring sea- 
son, which will go from early May to the 
very end of June. 

There will be no playoffs for the football 
season. 


His immediate goal is going to be to qual- 
ify for the races, then worry about the rest 
once the green flag drops. 

“T have a lot of experience coming from 
many different directions. I wouldnt say 
that I know everything -- no one does in 
racing, McDermott said. “There's always a 
learning curve for everyone with new stuff 
coming out, new technology... but driv- 
ing-wise I feel like 'm almost there. A good 
year for me would be to make all of the rac- 
es, first. There is so much competition, and 
just qualifying is going to be difficult. If we 
can get into the races, then get some top- 
fives, I feel like that would be good. If you 
can get to the top-five, you can compete for 
wins.’ 

Tri Track will visit three of New En- 
gland’s historic race tracks -- Monadnock 
Speedway, Seekonk Speedway and Star 
Speedway during the season -- and McDer- 
mott does have limited experience with all 
of them, driving previously in Tri Track rac- 
es, where he does have top-10 finishes. 

“Tve run all three tracks before and I 
like Star a lot, we always seem to be really 
competitive there, McDermott said. “We 
ran Seekonk at the Haunted Hundred in 
2019 and we were competitive until the 
last lap, when we went through the infield 
in the middle of chaos in front of us. I like 
both of those tracks a lot. I still haven't got- 
ten my hands around Monadnock yet. The 
one time we went there we were fast, but 
broke a trailing-arm bracket, so we dont 
really know how that day would have end- 
ed. My dad grew up at Seekonk -- he ran 
Street Stocks there and I grew up in the 
grandstands there. I’m looking forward to 
running there again.” 

Without his parents, in-laws, a few close 
friends and sponsors like Maybury Material 
Handling, Douglas Battery, Richard Green 
Insurance and McDermott Motorsports 
Services, McDermott wouldnt be in the po- 
sition he is now. The support from his wife 
-- Lauren -- who raced previously herself, 
has been a major player in his career. He's 
hoping to balance his past experience with 
his current roles and help himself grow as a 
driver en route to victory lane in 2021. 

“Were going to enjoy it, McDermott 
said. “I was with the Pasteryak’s for all 
of the years and still ran my own team at 
the same time, so I think we will be good. 
I think you learn a lot about the cars and 
that helps you understand everything a lot 
better when youre in a variety of roles like 
I have been in. I come from an engineering 
background and I think if you understand 
everything, the more you do the better you 
will be at everything. 

“Just being able to get the opportuni- 
ty to do what I do now is because of all of 
the people that have supported me in my 
career. Everyone is always pushing me to 
be better. All of my experiences have been 
great and I look to continue on with it this 
year. 

Registration for the 2021 Tri Track sea- 
son is open, and teams can register at Tr- 
iTrackModifieds.com/team-info. Teams 
have the option to either sign-up for the 
whole season or just one single race. 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


AA !!"SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS want- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Vintage 
hunting, camping, cast iron cookware. 
Covid guidelines followed. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 


WANTED TO BUY 


Fast Free Removal of Junk Cars. His- 
torically highest cash paid for unwant- 
ed autos. (413) 783-3963 








1 *******A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2***xxe*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 


ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 


ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


B&D GENERAL SERVICES 
Carpentry, windows, doors, roofs, 
gutters, floors, quality painting. In- 
sured. References. Free Estimates. 
MA HIC#175887. In business 30+ yrs. 
413-455-5458 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


NAWROCKI HOME IMPROVE- 
MENT Kitchens, bathrooms, replace- 
ment windows & doors, roofing, siding, 
decks, custom woodworking, drywall. 
Full insured & registered 413-237- 
2250 Mark 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$33.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price 
$27.50 


Base Price 
$28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 





DEADLINES: 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————— 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


= 50,500 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 









GRANBY 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 


BELCHERTOWN 













BRIMFIELD 


_ a 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 






; WILBRAHAM 


SPRINGFIELD 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh Rozell 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


TUNE-UPS 


SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


CASH FOR 











. , , _| Add $10 for a second Zone JUNK 
$3450 $35.00 835.50 ™*36001 or add $15 to run in AND REPAIRABLE 
ALL THREE ZONES. C } A R 
Name: _ a ss s~Phone ee First ZONE base price Cs, lulose PAee SC ERVICE 
Address: Add asecond ZONE __*10.00 CASH PAID AS IS 
Town; States Zips Add athird ZONE __*5.00"=E=N Was 316 Gnso. 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal 
Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA 1 Discover LI Cash lL) Check# x Number of Weeks B = 4 S ili 4 
OO UyIng! sening: 
CON te WY TOTAL Enclosed —— ying _— +5 
Amount of charge: Date: Our 
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Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21C0032CA 
In the matter of: 
Samantha Lee Lyman 
aka Samantha Lee LoRicco 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 
A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Samantha Lee Lyman 
aka Samantha Lee LoRicco 
of Agawam, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 
Samantha Lyman LoRicco 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 03/22/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 








you must file a written appear- 
ance if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: February 22, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/11/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0395EA 
Estate of: 

Donna Marie Jasiewicz 
Date of Death: 01/10/2021 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 
To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 


by Rose Fisher of Chicopee, 
MA requesting that the Court 
enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief 
as requested in the Petition. 
The Petitioner requests 
that: Rose Fisher of 
Chicopee, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised adminis- 
tration. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 
You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/01/2021. 
This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 


tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 


an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 


How to submit 
legal notices 


All legal notices to be published in the Agawam 
Advertiser News should be sent directly to notices@ 
turley.com. Please indicate the newspapers and pub- 
lication date(s) for the notice(s) in the subject line of 
your email. For questions regarding coverage area, 
procedures or cost, please call Jamie Joslyn directly at 


413-283-8393, ext. 216. 


Turley Publications Inc. publishes 15 weekly news- 
papers throughout Western Massachusetts. Visit 
www.turley.com for more information. 





istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: March 04, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/11/2021 
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Please check 
the accuracy of 
your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 

Also, be sure 


the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 
the purpose of the 
notice, or as the 
law demands. 
Thank you. 
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RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LES- 
SONS offered year round at our 
state of the art facility. Beginner to 
advanced. Ages 4 years to adult. 
Boarding, Sales and Leasing also 
available. Convenient — location 
at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orion- 
farm.net 


CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARTE- 
SIAN WELL COMPANY Seeking 
Technician with mechanical ability. 
We will train. Benefits included. Send 
resume to joe@ct-valley-arte- 
sianwell.com 


IMMEDIATE OPENINGS!!! For 
Courier Drivers. With your own Min- 
ivan or SUV. Some heavy lifting. 
Please call (413)543-2019. Mon- 
day-Friday 9am-2pm. 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


£D 


CallForAn [RS 
Appointment |\<337m> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 
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~ 3l years tax experience ~ - 


Bruce J. Charwick 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 


(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


Personal & Small Business 





Federal & All States 


FAIS VAA LEA 
TAX PREPARATION SERVICE 
413 324-2135 


IRS Certified Tax Preparers 
Independently owned and operated. Over 25 years experience. 
1622 North Main Street, Palmer, MA 01069 


Fasttax @charter.net 


Free E-File & Direct Deposit 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


SEEKING NEXT LEADER! Enlace 
de Familias, a grassroots non-profit in 
Holyoke that provides support and ad- 
vocacy, community mobilization, and 
training to empower families, is seek- 
ing its next Executive Director. Visit 
the Open Searches page at www. 
eostransitions.com for info. 


Read your local 
newspaper online at 
WWw.newspapers.turley.com 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www. ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


IRS Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 
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IRS Problems? 
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Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 © Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 





TOWN OF GRANBY, CHIEF OF 
POLICE The Town of Granby seeks a 
community-oriented, qualified individu- 
al for the full-time position of Chief of 
Police. Appointed by the Selectboard 
and under the administrative oversight 
of the Town Administrator, the Chief of 
Police is the chief administrative officer 
of the Granby police department in a 
union/non-union working environment 
in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter 
41, Section 97A serving as the final 
department authority in all matters of 
policy, operations and employee dis- 
cipline as well as short and long-term 
planning, administration, staffing, rules 
and regulations within the Department 
and for the enforcement of all laws and 
bylaws within the town of Granby’s le- 
gal jurisdiction as well as coordination 
with outside agencies/departments 
on law enforcement-related matters. 
Minimum education required is a bach- 
elor’s degree, with a master’s degree 
preferred, in criminal justice, public 
administration or related field and a 
minimum often years progressively 
responsible experience in the law en- 
forcement field with at least five years’ 
experience at a command or supervi- 
sory level, or equivalent combination 
of education, training and experience 
which provides the required knowl- 
edge, skills and abilities to perform the 
essential functions of the job. Salary 
to be negotiated but expected to be 
approximately $100,000 +/-. Excellent 
benefits package including paid vaca- 
tion time, sick time, personal time and 
enrollment in the Hampshire County 
Retirement System. Submit cover 
letter, resume and relevant certifica- 
tion(s) postmarked no later than April 
20, 2021 to Chief of Police Search, 
C/O Selectboard Office, 10-B W. State 
St, Granby, MA 01033 or electronically, 
time stamped no later than 12:00 p.m. 
April 20, 2021 to cmartin@ granby-ma. 
gov. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, AD- 
MINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
DATA COLLECTOR Looking for a 
reliable Administrative Assistant/Data 
Collector. For application and more in- 
formation please visit www.wilbra- 
ham-ma.gov. Application Deadline 
3/26/2021 at 4:30PM. EOE 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM, PRIN- 
CIPAL ASSESSOR Looking for a re- 
liable Principal Assessor. For applica- 
tion and more information please visit 
www.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open 
Until Filled. EOE 


TRUCK DRIVER - CLASS A CDL 
- Bulk Tank - Tri Axle - Dump Trailer - 
Experience Required. RB Enterprises, 
Ludlow (413) 583-8393 


LAND FOR SALE 


SMALL WATERFRONT LOTS 
Dock coming soon, swimming and 
fishing. Holland, MA. $19,000 each or 
best offer (508) 868-6157 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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FOOD DRIVE & from page 1 


were impressed with he variety of services 
Gray House offers. 

“We are functioning very differently this 
year, in normal years we assist local char- 
ities or organizations with whatever their 
needs are, Bonavita said. “Each NHS mem- 
ber had to complete forty hours of commu- 
nity service while also maintaining strict 
course enrollment and GPA standards.’ 

Due to the unique year; most of the 
events the NHS members participate in 
were cancelled or held in a virtual manner, 
so they do not require 40 total hours this 
year. Instead, members are asked to com- 
plete one or two projects per month, as a 
way to make up for not running events and 
helping charities they usually would. 

The NHS started advertising for their 
food drive on social media and the remote 
student members made posters to help 
spread the word, some of these posters 
were posted through the high school and 
announcements were made so students 
had many options to donate. The NHS en- 
joyed working with Gray House, Bonavita 
said that she and Persson talked to Gray 
House about how they could do addition- 
ally during this school year to help. While 
the NHS didn't weigh the food donations 
they received, the Gray House Director of 
Food Pantry Services Benjamin Holt told 
her that the approximate grand total was 
2,250 pounds of donations. Agawam High 
School staff members helped to drop of six 
car loads of food on Friday, Mar. 5. 

With the NHS operating a bit different- 


i 


= = 


school. 


ly this year the members have managed to 
assist the DPW with labeling storm drains 
in town, created holiday cards for Heritage 
Hall and Holyoke Soldiers Home, made 
technology tutorial videos for district fam- 
ilies, and are currently helping with an on- 
line mentoring program that connects high 
school students with elementary students 
in town. 

"AS we navigate between maintaining 
high standards for NHS membership with 
the Covid restrictions on group events, we 
are becoming more and more creative with 
our opportunities, Bonavita said. “I have 
been advising for the past four years and 
Andrea joined as co-advisor late last year. 
Having her onboard with new, fresh ideas 
has been incredibly helpful’ 

The NHS is continuing projects until 
the year ends, and may possibly work with 
Gray House again in the future. The mem- 
bers have done a good job on the food drive 
and Principal Thomas Schnepp said the 
NHS did a great can food drive and that he 
thought it was worth a look. The advisors 
and members of the NHS are working hard 
despite the different terms of this academ- 
ic year. The NHS has inducted 43 members 
of the class of 2021 and each senior mem- 
ber has helped the drive in some way, do- 
ing what they can during a time were they 
cant do as much as they used to. Though 
they didnt hold typical events they helped 
Holt and the Gray House, with Holt giving 
thanks to the club for their help and addi- 
tional donations. 
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Billy Baleand: span Harpin, and Sofia Blanchette work to organize food from the drive held at the high 
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ABOVE: From left; Shelia Ashton, 
Joanne White, Andrea Persson, 
Mary Bonavita, Geoff Phillips, 
and Laurie McCaslin staff mem- 
bers helping with the food drive. 
RIGHT: Andrea Persson and Mary 
Bonavita, co-advisors to the Na- 
tional Honor Society at Agawam 
High School. SUBMITTED PHOTOS 
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Public Notices 





i from page 11 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0394EA 
Estate of: 
Theodore P Pienkos 
Also known as: 
Theodore Pienkos, Jr. 
Date of Death: 12/31/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Will with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been 
filed by Arthur J Lavoie of 
Chicopee, MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for 
such other relief as requested 
in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Arthur J Lavoie of 
Chicopee, MA be appoint- 
ed as Personal Representa- 
tive(s) of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised adminis- 
tration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/01/2021. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of 
the return day, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 


istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 04, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/11/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD21P0392EA 
Kstate of: 

Jeffery Allen Salamon 
Date of Death: 08/31/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Adjudication of Intestacy 
and Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by Jean A Ziemba 
of Weymouth, MA request- 
ing that the Court enter a 
formal Decree and Order 
and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Jean A Ziemba of 
Weymouth, MA be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve 
Without Surety on the bond 
in an unsupervised admin- 
istration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
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obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at 
the Court. You have a right 
to object to this proceed- 
ing. To do so, you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection 
at this Court before: 10:00 
a.m. on the return day of 
04/01/2021. 

This is NOT a hear- 
ing date, but a deadline by 
which you must file a writ- 
ten appearance and objection 
if you object to this pro- 
ceeding. If you fail to file a 
timely written appearance 
and objection followed by 
an Affidavit of Objections 
within thirty (30) days of the 
return date, action may be 
taken without further notice 
to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Represent- 
ative appointed under the 
MUPC in an unsupervised 
administration is not required 
to file an inventory or annu- 
al accounts with the Court. 
Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal 
Representative and may peti- 
tion the Court in any matter 
relating to the estate, includ- 
ing the distribution of assets 
and expenses of administra- 
tion. 

WITNESS, Hon. 
Barbara M Hyland, First 
Justice of this Court. 

Date: March 04, 2021 
Rosemary A Saccomani 
Register of Probate 
03/11/2021 
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